To the Arctic, directed by Greg MacGillivray and produced by his son Shaun MacGillivray, is a visually stunning film. It is also emotionally stunning. It is a must-see for anyone who doubts that global warming is real. Narrator Meryl Streep takes us to the Arctic to present its landscape and climate, which is changing so quickly that "if you look at NOAA's [National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration] reports from satellite, you see how it has changed every year, getting less and less ice during the summer in the polar ice cap.... where we went, 25 years ago, there would have been tons of ice. Now there isn't that much" (S. MacGillivray, in Loose, 2012) . The film's overhead shots of deep cracks in the ice shelf through which melt water rushes and then gushes over the edge in dozens upon dozens of waterfalls leaves no doubt about the impact of warming on the ice. Greg MacGillvray explains, "The ice cap is melting from both the top, due to the sun, and from the bottom because the ocean is warming. Because the ocean is dark, relative to the ice, it absorbs the sun's heat" (G. MacGillivray, in Loose, 2012) . The rushing water is the Arctic's cry for help.
This film shows us the Arctic's increasingly endangered wildlife. Although we see cavorting caribou and wallowing walruses, the spotlight is on polar bears, specifically a mother polar bear and her two cubs, less than a year old. Phenomenally, this polar family allowed the IMAX crew to shoot footage of them for nearly a week, offering audiences a rare prolonged look at their habits and habitat. Some of the most entertaining and engaging film footage shows the bears playing with the various camerahiding devices the crew used to disguise their equipment. Like young children overcome by curiosity, the bears were intrigued and treated the camouflaged tools like toys, eventually cracking at least one of the canisters open to check what was inside.
While the film certainly has its endearing moments filled with laughter, loved by adults and children alike, it is also filled with suspense. In one distressing sequence, the mother bear and her cubs are stalked relentlessly by a lone adult male polar bear, willing to hunt and eat the vulnerable cubs because his own food sources are shrinking due to global warming. "The polar bear requires sea ice to hunt its primary food source, the ringed seal," (IMAX, n.d., Curriculum Guide, p. 8); less ice, therefore, means less food. Viewers' emotions are torn between hope that the cubs survive and sympathy for the adult male who is hungry and in danger of dying from lack of food. The conflict is upsetting; it also illustrates the myriad ways that animals in the Arctic are at risk from the warming climate.
To the Arctic is also full of despair. The beautiful, barren footage is all the more poignant because global warming is slowly destroying the habitat of these unique creatures-the habitat they were built for and the only one they can survive in. Although polar bears are adapted to life in this environment, "survival is a task made more formidable by the stress of a disappearing habitat" (IMAX, n.d., Curriculum Guide, p. 3). Viewers are immersed in a majestic, fragile splendour that we cannot help but realize may one day cease, perhaps in our lifetimes. The realization is cruel and crushing.
Although this film has moments of tension, its imagery and content is suitable for school-aged children. In truth, parents should accompany their children, and teachers should arrange trips for their students to see this film. It teaches necessary lessons about global warming in a way everyone can understand and opens an avenue for discussion after the film ends. Since children will make our society's choices in the future, this meaningful conversation is a crucial one to begin now. 
